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IMPORTANT VOCABULARY 
WORDS 

Traits     homozygote 
Character    heterozygote 
Genes     Dominant 
Allele     recessive 
Genotype    phenotype 



WHAT IS HEREDITY? 



HEREDITY 
- is a passing of traits from parents to offspring. 

Parents offspring 



CHARACTER 

Height  

TRAITS 

Tall? Short? 



CHARACTER TRAITS 

Eye color Brown? Black? Blue? 



CHARACTER TRAITS 

Skin color Brown? White? Dark? 



CHARACTER TRAITS 

Hair  Curly? Straight?  



SMART CHECK: 
Which of the following examples is a character 
that can pass from parents to offspring? 

A. Guitar skill  

B. Blue eyes  

C. AB blood type  
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Traits 



Understanding Genes, 
DNA and Chromosomes 



MIND-MAPPING 
Nucleus  

Chromosomes 

DNA 
De-oxy-ribo-nucleic acid 

Genes  



Nucleus  Chromosomes DNA Genes  



Inside a nucleus are¦¦ 

The Chromosomes 



What is a Chromosome? 
A thread-like structure that contains DNA. 


